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Town Clerk—Herman C. Miller
Selectmen—Edward E. Jones, Charles W. Abbott, Frederick
H. Thompson
Treasurer—Herman C. Miller
Tax Collector—Rodney G. Mills
Board of Education—C. Gladys St. John, Arnold B. Bailey,
Shirley L. Jones
Auditors—Leon E. Hoyt, George E. Kunhardt
Supervisors—Rodney G. Mills, William A. Lord, R. Franklin
Mace
Road Agent—Clayton F. Foote
Overseer of Poor—Marion Bradbury (resigned)
Trustees of Trust Funds—Constance C. Varnum, Paul T.
Bradbury, Rodney G. Mills.
Library Trustees—Eleanor G. Cutter, Arnold B. Bailey, Henry
B. Hill
Cemetery Commissioners—Rodney G. Mills, Walter A. Creigh-
ton, William A. Lord
Fire Wards—Norman J. Stewart, Paul T. Bradbury, Harold A.
Varnum, Royal S. Cleaves, R. Franklin Mace
Election Officers—C. Gladys St. John, Shirley L. Jones, Gladys
C. Vadney, Norton R. Brown
Board of Adjustment—William A. Lord, Harold A. Varnum,
Paul T. Bradbury, Ford Bowman, George E. Kunhardt
Chief of Police-Victor L. White
Special Police—Norman J. Stewart, Royal S. Cleaves
Fence Viewers—Frederick Thompson, Norton R. Brown,
William Cole
Civil Defense Director—Paul T. Bradbury
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TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestown in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
Francestown on Tuesday, the thirteenth day of March, next at
ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray
town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of
the same.
3. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the budget as sub-
mitted by the Selectmen or make any alterations in the same and
raise and appropriate a sufficient sum of money to finance the
same as finally adopted.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) to be placed in the capital
reser^'^e fund for future fire truck replacement or take any
action relating thereto.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) to be
placed in the capital reserve fund for Town buildings, or take
any action relating thereto.
6. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to
reserve from all available Summer Highway Funds, not less
than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) for road
maintenance after September 1, inasmuch as they are respon-
sible for the expenditure of money and the discharge of duties
of the highway agent under the Rev. Laws of the State of New
Hampshire Chapter 96, Section 9.
7. To see if the Town will vote to transfer unexpended
balance, $179.47 of Special Appropriation for painting the Old
Meeting House into funds of the Town Treasury.
8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or
borrow on term notes the sum of one thousand five hundred
dollars ($1,500.00) to paint the interior of the Town Hall.
9. To see if the Town will vote to close, subject to gates and
bars, the road from the Marino residence to the Lyndeboro
Town line, providing the Town of Lyndeboro closes the ad-
joining portion of highway.
10. To see if the Town will vote to close, subject to gates and
bars, the road leading from the residence of E. Linwood Davis
to the Old Russell Road, or take any action relating thereto.
11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses in
anticipation of taxes.
12. To see if the Town will vote to have the State of New
Hampshire Municipal Auditing Division audit the town books,
or take any action relating thereto.
13. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors and Committees,
heretofore chosen and take action on same.
14. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twentieth day of










BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year January 1,
1956 to December 31, 1956. Compared with Estimated and Actual Reve-
nue, Appropriations and Expenditures of the Previous Year January 1,
1955 to December 31, 1955.
Estimated Actual Estimated
„ „„ „„^,„,„,„ Revenue Revenue RevenueSOURCES OF REVENUE Previous Previous Ensuing
Year 1955 Year 1955 Year 1956
Ffom State:
Interest and Dividends Tax $5,106 75 $5,106 75 $5,106 75
Savings Bank Tax 59 46 31 56 31 56
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber 1,782 25
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 222 03 241 60 241 60
Business Licenses, Permits & Filing
Fees
Rent of Town Hall & Other Bldgs.
Interest Rec'd on Taxes & Deposits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes
:




PURPOSES OF EXPENDITURES Year Expenditures Expenditures





Election & Registration Expenses
Expenses Town Hall & Other Town
Buildings 700 00 354 31 500 00
Protection of Persons and Property:
$1,146 00
PURPOSES OF EXPENDITURES
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION OF THE
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH
.
COUNTY FOR THE TAX YEAR 1955
Description of Property
Lands and buildings (exclusive of growing
wood and timber)
Electric plants
Horses, asses and mules 21
Cows 205
Other neat stock 19
Sheep and goats 193
Fowls 6657
Portable mills 2
Road building and repairing and well
drilling machinery
Wood, lumber, etc.
Gasoline pumps and tanks
Stock in trade
Mills and machinery
Total gross valuation before exemptions
allowed
Less: Soldiers' exemptions and exemptions
to blind
Net valuation on which tax rate is
computed
Public Service Co. of N. li., electric plant
Amount of property valuation exem. to vets.
Number of inventories distributed
Number of inventories returned
Number of vet. who receive property exem.
Number of vet. exem. from poll tax
Valuation
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1955 OF THE TOWN




Election and registration expenses















Memorial Day, vet. assoc, Old Home
Cemeteries





Total town and school appropriations
Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits
Interest and dividends tax
Savings bank tax
Reimb. a/c exemp. of Gr'g wood
and timber
Motor vehicle permit fees
Dog licenses
Business licenses and permits
Rent of town property and equip.
Int. on taxes and income from trust
funds 92 33
Total Revenues and Credits $9,564 11
$40,837 09
Plus overlay 165 56
Net amount to be raised by taxation $41,002 65
Less: number 198 of poll taxes at $2.00 $396 00
Amount to be raised by property taxes $40,606 65
Taxes to be cominitted to Collector:
Property taxes $40,606 65
Poll taxes at $2.00 396 00
Total taxes to be committed $41,002 65
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is correct to the best of our
knowledge and belief.
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF
FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1955
Assets
Cash:
In hands of treasurer $10,153 17
Capital Reserve Funds:
Firetruck fund 200 00
Building fund 1,500 00
Accounts Due to the Town:
Yield tax refund 855 61
Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 1954 1,001 91
Levy of 1953 487 97
Uncollected Taxes:
Levy of 1955 4,602 96
Levy of 1954 166 72
Levy of 1953 231 95
Previous years 88 14
State head taxes—Levy of 1955 270 00
State head taxes—Previous years 55 00
Total Assets $19,613 43
Net Surplus—Dec. 31, 1954 $1,694 61
Net Surplus—Dec. 31, 1955 1,892 67
Increase of Surplus 198 06
Liabilities
Accounts owed bv the Town:
Forest fires
Painting old meeting house
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year $8,000 00
Long term notes during year 2,000 00
Refunds, lost check, credit forest fires 23 46
Sale of town property—two cemetery
lots 50 00
Public Service Enterprises:
Cemeteries, including hearse hire 177 29
Unclassified
:
Advertising and regional assoc. $100 00
Taxes bought by town 1,001 91
Discounts, abatements and refunds 26 28
Security paid to tax collector 39 52
Interest
:
Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes $130 56
Paid on long term notes 102 17
Outlay for New Construction,
Equipm.ent and Permanent Imp.
:





Paym.ents on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes $8,000 00
Payments on long term notes 1,330 00
Payments to trustees of trust funds 1,700 00
Payments to Otiier Governmental Div.:
State head taxes paid state treas.
1955 taxes $783 50
Prior years 305 50
$1,089 00
Taxes paid to county 4,939 11
Payments to school districts
1954 tax $11,566 18









Total payments for all purposes $66,367 72
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1955 $10,153 17
Grand Total $76,520 89
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town hall, lands and buildings
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
1955
Auto permits: 335 permits issued
Dog licenses: 16 females
2 kennels






Added tax 2 00






Summary of State Head Tax





Annis A. and Charlotte Vautier
Daniel Webster
Frank Putnam, Est.




FINANCIAL REPORT OF TREASURER
For the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1955
Balance in Treasury Jan. 1, 1955 $10,751 05
Rodney G. Mills, Tax Collector:
1952 poll tax $4 00
1953 property tax 38 84
1953 yield taxes 22 00
1953 tax sales redeemed 583 07
1953 interest and cost after sale 8 04
1954 poll tax














Souhegan National Bank (short term)

















James M. Matthews, culverts
Elsie Tuckerman, culverts
Clarence Jones, culverts
Kathleen F. Johnson, bag of salt
Florence R. Brown, cemetery lot
John K. Arnold, cemetery lot
Herman C. Miller, stopped payment
check No. 363
Roger P. Clark, asphalt for driveway
Total Receipts
Total Payments





































Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1956
Grand Total
$1,342
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries:
Edward E. Jones, selectman
Charles W. Abbott, selectman
Frederick H. Tfiompson, selectman
Herman C. Miller, town clerk and
treasurer
Rodney G. Mills, tax collector
Town Officers' Expenses:
Herman C. Miller, supplies
Herman C. Miller, auto permits
Charles "V\^ Abbott, postage and road
meeting exp.
Edward E. Jones, postage, supplies and
assessor's meeting expense
Frederick H. Thompson, supplies
Rodney G. Mills, tax sales cost
Assn. of N. H. assessors, 1955 dues
Ida M. Horner, 1955 tax collector's
dues
C. R. Hardy, 1955 town clerk's dues
Div. audits and accts., auditing
Sim's Press, Inc., tax inventory books
Transcript Printing Co., town reports
Branham Pub. Co., motor vehicle book
Brown and Saltmarsh, supplies
Roger Clark, postage
Wheeler and Clark, supplies
Edson Eastman, supplies
Donat Corriveau, recording deeds
and mortgages
Ted's Letter Service, printing
insurance survey
C. Edward Bourassa, recording
Stuart Clark, town officers' bonds
Election and Registration:
William Bassett, supervisor services
1953-54
Shirley Jones, ballot clerk
Norton Brown, ballot clerk
Gunnar Isaccson, town ballots
R. Franklin Mace, supervisor
Gladys Vadney, ballot clerk




Town Hall and Other Town Buildings:
Public Service, electricity for hall $53 33
Richard Miller, plumbing repairs 16 60
Fred Pettee, 3^ cord of wood 8 00
Norton Brown, repairs 24 38
Brad Cleaves, mowing common, etc. 95 40
Francestown Fire Dept., repairs to
fire house 26 29
State of N. H., inspection of scales 5 00
Francestown Water Dept., water for
hall
W. A. Lord, sawing and drawing wood
Gladys Vadney, services as janitor
F. H. Colburn and Co., supplies
Rodney Mills, care of clock and
repairs to water pipe
Police:
Arthur J. Miller, care of tramps
Victor L. White, police duty
Norman J. Stewart, police duty
Gorham Fire Equip. Co., supplies for
police officer
Town Poor:
F. H. Colburn and Co., groceries
for Marion Johnson $10 00
Moore General Hospital, care for
Sam Johnson 29 55
Fire Department:
Public Service Co., electricity
Lawrence Gaunt, asbestos gloves
Balance of $800 appropriation
Forest Fires:
Victor White, training meetings
Victor White, wardens' meeting







George Holmes Bixby Memorial
Library, 1955 appropriation $1,650 68
Old Age Assistance:
State Treasurer $1,206 59
Cemeteries
:
W. A. Lord, labor and truck $25 45
Walter Creighton, labor 19 50
Rodney G. Mills, labor and repairs
to mower 132 34
Temporary Loans:
Souhegan National Bank of Milford
Long Term Notes:
Souhegan National Bank of Milford
Trust Funds:
Trustee of trust funds, fire truck fund
Trustee of trust funds, fund for
town building
State of New Hampshire:
Treas., State of N. H., head taxes
County Tax:
Treas., Hillsborough County, county tax
School District;
Elizabeth Jones, School Treasurer:
1954-1955 school appropriation $11,566 18



















F. H. Colburn, Co., supplies
R. C. Hazelton, Co., Inc.
Daniel's Garage, fuel and blasting
Ray Road, equipment
Northeastern Petroleum Co.




Nutting and Abbott, Gravel

















FIRE DEPARTMENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT
April 1, 1955 to December 31, 1955 Inclusive*
Receipts:
Town appropriation $779 21
Donations—for services $14 00
Donations—for services 10 00
Reimbursement, repairs to bldg. 26 29
Supplies 100 00
Gasoline 25 00
General Expense 15 00
Total Operating Amount $790 00
Hose $250 00
Red Phone System 250 00
$1,290 00
Less Unexpended 1955 Balance 113 00











The Fire Wards hereby submit their report of physical opera-
tion for the calendar year 1955; their financial report for nine
months ending December 31, 1955; together with their esti-
mated budget for 1956.
The Fire Wards were not only able to operate within the
limits of the income but, as the report shows, had an unex-
pended balance of $113.00. Two factors accounted for the
majority of the savings:
We were fortunate in purchasing 400 feet of 13^ inch hose
and a Pacific Marine Pump at a price below market value.
We did not carry out our intention of modernizing the G. M.
C. Tanker, as on the best advice obtainable it seemed unwise to
expend funds on a truck of its age. Necessary repairs were
made and the apparatus will continue to be in commission until
such time as the Town desires to purchase a modern piece of
equipment.
We trust that the 1956 budget is clear and while somewhat
higher than the year just closed, there are certain necessary
additional expenditures: 1. We find that there should be addi-
tional purchases of hose. 2. When the Telephone Company
completes the installation of dial phone service the present
method of giving an alarm of fire will be no longer existent. The
Fire Wards investigated several substitute methods and from a
standpoint of the best possible protection accepted, and con-
tracted for, the Telephone Company's "Red Phone System."
The use of this new method will be fully explained to the public
prior to the time the Dial System becomes operative.
The entire fire loss for the year 1955 was $75.00. This fan-
tastically low figure may be partially attributed to the efficiency
of the men and the apparatus, but we feel that the major con-
tributing cause is the care and caution exercised by the people
of Francestown.
The Volunteer Fire Company continues to donate from its
funds for general Fire Department purposes, and has matched
the $200.00 Town appropriation for truck replacement.
We again call the public's attention to the physical condition
of the Fire Station. While minor repairs have been made from
time to time, the general condition of the building grows steadily
worse. We are in accord with the proposed idea of a new struc-
ture to house both the fire trucks and the Town road equipment.
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We believe that the townspeople should seriously consider this
idea at the present time.
We are gratefully indebted to George Foster for his generos-
ity in donating the use of his portable lighting equipment. This
equipment is mounted on a trailer and hauled by a jeep. The
apparatus is stored in the Fire Station and is available whenever
emergency lighting is needed.
We wish to thank the selectmen and the public in general






Fire Wards, Town of Francestown
Report of the Village Improvement Society
On July 17th an appropriate and impressive ceremony was held
to dedicate Veterans' Field and raise the new flag. Many Frances-
town men and women who have served our Country participated
in the ceremony. Short talks were given by Mr. Carl Freese and
Commander Clarence Johnson of New Boston and prayers were
offered by the Rev. William B. Rice and the Rev. Donald S. Ewing.
The flag was presented by Mrs. Catherine Hickey in behalf of The
Ladies' Grand Army of the Republic.
A raft for Scobie Pond was purchased by the Society and money
has been allocated to provide life saving instruction for a Frances-
town girl.
The historical rooms are in the process of being redecorated
under the direction of Mrs. Arnold Bailey.
The Society was responsible for the Community Christmas tree
and contributed to the Children's Christmas party.
The Improvement Society in addition to maintaining Veterans'
Field contributes to the library and the fire department and sends
a Francestown boy to New liampshire Boys' State each year.
Under the direction of the Department of Agriculture of the
State of New Hampshire the Society hopes to initiate a program
for the care and preservation of the elm trees which line the streets
and add so much to the beauty of the village.
The Labor Day celebration was a great success not only finan-
cially but in the pleasure it gave to all of us.
The officers of the Society join me in expressing our deep ap-
preciation for the many hours of hard work that went into be
Labor Day preparations.
You are all most cordially invited to attend the meetings of the

























Petty cash (and $1.42 bal.)
Antiques, Story Parade, Horn Book, Audubon Magazine, Mc-
Call's, Natural History, Children's Activities, Wee Wisdom.
Gift subscriptions:
Our Dumb Animals, from Mrs. Packer; N. H. Profiles, from
Mrs. Lucy Holt Andolina.
Other books and m.agazines have been given by the following
persons: Mrs. Park, Mrs. Noyes, Miss McKinlay, Mrs. Place,
Billy Bradbury, Mrs. Thompson, Miss Whittemore, Mr. John-
son, Mr. Gray, W. A. Lord, Debby Stewart, Mrs. Ludwig, Mrs.
McGreal, Mr. Purvis, Mr. Freese, Mr. Weight, Mrs StefRan,
Mr. Durant, Mr. Muzzey, Mrs. Howell. Mrs. Dana Hill, Miss
McLeod, Brad Cleaves, Mrs, Pearson, Betty Stewart, Prof, and
Mrs. WiUiam^s, Miss Ruth Shattuck, Miss Woodcock.
Through State Aid we received 75 books. We borrowed 241
from the State Library and fromi the Bookmobile, 342 books.
Due to the fact that Mrs. Catherine Park had charge of the sell-
ing of the books of the late Prof. Charles Townsend Copeland
of Harvard University, our Library benefited by several
volumes, chosen by the librarian and given by Mrs. Park.
A number of individual gifts of one, five, ten, fifteen and twen-
ty dollars were received and spent for special books. In mem-
ory of her mxother, Mrs. Betty Stewart gave "Food for Fifty."
Through the efforts of Mrs. Catherine Hickey, Patriotic
Instructor for the Dept. of N. H. Ladies of the G. A. R., and of
Mrs. Josephine Westcott, Dept. President, the Library received
a beautiful large United States Flag with standard.
Mrs. Sara Packer gave a group of carved and painted wooden
birds. Mrs. Nessie Pearson gave a collection of unusual sea
shells brought by her late husband from the South Seas. These
were arranged by John Montgomery for a Scout project; he also
made some improvements at the nature shelves.
On May 5th twenty-four librarians and trustees attended a
neighborhood meeting here, the program in charge of Mr.
Maurer of the Bookmobile and Mr. Soule of the State Library.
Speeches by the two gentlemen and the hostess librarian were
short so that there was time for exchanging ideas and inspecting
the generous exhibit of new books. Mrs. Arnold Bailey repre-
sented the trustees by providing flower arrangements, attending
meetings and assisting with the box lunch which was enjoyed at
the home of the Misses Hall and McKinlay who offered their
premises for the occasion.
Thomas Hill offered to clean the guns in the historical col-
lection and received permission for this work from the late owner
Dr. Philip Place a short time before his recent death.
On June 18 Prof. George Hasleurd of U. N. H. gave an hour's
talk illustrated with colored lantern slides taken in Japan where
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he recently studied for a year. The beautiful pictures were of
particular interest to the school children who were especially
invited. Adults who were in the Library joined the group.
Among the special visitors this year was Mrs. Ruth Gagliardo
of Kansas, an active official in the National P. T. A., the Kansas
Library Association and similar organizations. Her inspection
of our Library led her to ask the author, Elizabeth Yates, to
write an article about our activities for the Library Journal.
This was printed in the December 15, 1955 issue.
Miss Henri quez, a mammalogist on the staff of the N. Y.
Museum of Natural History, was impressed by our skeleton
collection and later sent pamphlets of use to collectors, suggest-
ing that information about shrews is especially needed and any
boy with a little time on his hands could easily be of use to the
Museum. A dentist has given some fine drills and wire for re-
pairing skulls but we have no small hand motor needed to go
with the equipment.
As a result of an article by the librarian in the Christian
Science Monitor last May about our activities, a stranger sent
a check for five dollars; a friend sent six dollars; some months
before this the Improvement Society voted $100 for creative
and natural history activities. This money is to date inactive,
but an interested lawyer has offered to organize a non-profit
group if we can find the necessary personnel. A friend of the
Library has offered to pay half the expenses of a boy and a girl
at the conservation camp in June if any can qualify. Valuable
minerals have been given and need special lighting; a deer skull
has been received from Miss Elizabeth 0. Jones, the writer of
children's books; and we have had to decline the offer of a live
raccoon and a baby porcupine! In view of all this it seems time
to make available to all our young people expert instruction
and a place in which to carry on creative activities. The old
Academy telescope is presumably still useful.
Mrs. Lougee has been generous with her stamps to the mem-
bers of the Titus Brown Stamp Club, has judged their collec-
tions and given helpful advice. This group is a charter member
of the United Nations Stamp Club and needs a leader.
On Labor Day the Library was represented by a float pictur-
ing the Great Stone Face, the famous Hawthorne story being
read by Debby Stewart to her companion Marilyn Bunker. A
special exhibit consisted of paintings by Mrs. Miriam Sawyer
of Manchester, member of the N. H. Art Association. Mrs.
Bailey and Miss Eunice Patch presided in the Historical Rooms.
Mrs. Kunhardt has lent an interesting collection of pottery
designed and made by herself; also a piece made by the famous
Indian potter, Maria of San Ildefonso, whose biography we
have in the Library.
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As usual the children are helping with desk work on Wednes-
days, and in addition Susan Myers is the paid assistant, work-
ing two hours a week
The Everbrook Audubon Bird Club, organized by Gene
Clark, is making good use of all our books and other materials
relating to the subjects and projects on which they are working.
Since last year's library report was printed separately from
the Town Report it was distributed chiefly by hand. Copies are








I hereby submit my annual report for the year 1955 of The
Town History Committee.
Balance in checking Account 1/1/55 $23 49
Expenditures:
Bank service charge $ 50
Balance on hand 12/31 /55 22 99
$23 49
Savings Account Manchester Savings Bank Book
No. 58758:
Balance on hand 1/1/55 $203 00
Interest rec'd during year 12 46
Balance on hand 12/31/55 $215 46
AUDITORS' REPORT
This is to certify that we have examined and audited the
accounts and records of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1955 and found them to be in good
order, with the exception of the Tax Collector's which were
poorly kept and incomplete. We recommend that the Trustees
of Trust Funds, records be kept in a permanent book.
Respectfully submitted,
Leon E. Hoyt
George E. Kunhardt, Jr.





Moderator: Mr. Harold Varnum March 1956
Clerk: Mrs. Elizabeth Jones March 1956
Treasurer: Mrs. Elizabeth Jones June 1956
Auditor: Mrs. Eleanor Cutter March 1956
School Board Members
Mrs. C. Gladys St. John, Chairman & Secretary March 1956
Mr. Arnold Bailey March 1957
Mrs. Shirley Jones March 1958
Superintendent of Schools
Mr. Newell J. Paire
Teaching Staff
Mr. Neil Howard, Principal, Grades 5, 6, 7, 8
Miss Hazel Clement, Grades 1, 2, 3, 4
Miss Ethelyn G. Edwards, Music Supervisor
School Nurse
Miss Sybil M. Beatham, R. N.
Truant Officer and Custodian
Mrs. C. Gladys St. John
School Calendar
1955-56:
School opens January 4, 1956, Closes February 17.
School opens February 27, Closes April 20.
School opens April 30, Closes June 15.
1956-57:
School opens September 5, Closes November 21.
School opens November 26, Closes December 21.
School opens January 7, Closes February 15.
School opens February 25, Closes April 19.
School opens April 29, Closes June 14.
Holidays: Memorial Day May 30.
Teachers' Convention: October 18 & 19 (subject to change)
Total Number of School Days, 180.
Total Number of Weeks, 37.
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Ffancestown qualified to vote in district affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the 9th day of March 1956, at eight o'clock in the
afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School Board
and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other
officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and appro-
priate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school dis-
trict officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory
obligations of the district, and to authorize the application
against said appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be
received from the state foundation aid fund together with other
income; the school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
9. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $1600 for the purpose of employing a part time teacher to
assist in the primary room, such sum to include the district's
share for teacher retirement, or take any action relating thereto.
10. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $300 for the purpose of repairing the tile drain under-
neath the playground area and regrade same or take any action
relating thereto.
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11. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $400 for the purpose of re-painting the public school or
take any action relating thereto.
Given under our hands at said Francestown this 10th day of
February, 1956.
C. Gladys St. John
Arnold B. Bailey
Shirley Jones
A true copy of Warrant—Attest:
School Board





FINANCIAL REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD
For Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 1954 to June 30, 1955
Summary
Administration:
1. Salaries of District Officers
2. Supt.'s Salary (Local Share)
3. Tax for State Wide Supervision
4. Salaries of Other Adm. Personnel
5. Supplies and Expenses
Instruction:
6. Teachers' Salaries
7. Books & Other Instr. Aids
8. Scholars' Supplies
10. Supplies and Other Expenses
Operation of School Plant:
11. Salaries of Custodian
12. Fuel or Heat
13. Water, Light, Supplies & Expenses
Maintenance of School Plant:
14. Repairs and Replacements 348 56
Auxiliary Activities:
15. Health Supervision 314 75
16. Transportation 2,591 24
17. Tuition 7,825 00
18. Special Activities & Special Funds 83 25
18a. School Lunch 367 91
Fixed Charges:
19. Teacher Retirement 444 07











DETAILED STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS
Administration:
1. Salaries of District Officers:
8. Scholars' Supplies:
The Art Center $8 66
Continental Press 6 78
Gledhill Bros., Inc. 14 64
Allyn and Bacon, Inc. 21 35
Houghton Mifflin Co. 9 17
Mainco Trading Co. 5 40
The L. W. Singer Co. 16 47
Silver Burdett Co. 6 38
D. C. Heath & Co. 3 04
F. A. Owen Pub. Co. 8 00
Rand McNally Co. 7 18
Pioneer Office Appliance Co. 9 95
Scholastic Magazines 15 00
American Education Publications 27 50
Laidlaw Brothers 1 41
Supervisory Union No. 63 43 30
Maude Adams 90
J. L. Hammett Co. 6 31
J. E. Davidson 3 20
Milton Bradley Co. 15 23
T. S. Denison & Co. 4 08
10. Supplies and Other Expenses:
Supervisory Union No. 63
F. H. Colburn Co.
Joe Thompson
J. L. Hammett Co.
Pioneer Manufacturing Co.
Electric & Water Co.










18. Special Activities and Special Funds:
National Sports Equipment Co. $9 66
Supervisory Union No. 63 19 32
Lynch Companv, Inc. 44 27
Robert Morgan 10 00
$83 25
18a. School Luzich:
Francestown School Lunch $367 91
Fixed Charges:
N.' H. Teachers' Retirement System $444 07
20. Insurance, Treas. Bond and Expenses:
Insurance $472 91
Treas. of State of N. H. 13 74
School Board Association 10 00
$496 65
Capital Outlay:
21. Land and New Buildings:
Howard L. ¥/hitcomb





Notes and Bonds Outstanding as of June 30, 1955 $2,000 00
Principal & Interest due Sept. 1955 $535 00
Interest due March, 1956 26 25
Principal & Interest due Sept. 1956 526 25
Interest due March, 1957 17 50
Principal & Interest due Sept. 1957 517 50
Interest due March, 1958 8 75
Principal & Interest due Sept. 1958 508 75
REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1954 to June 30, 1955
Cash on Hand July 1, 1954 $780 21
Received from Selectmen:
Current appropriation
Received from State Treasurer:
State Funds
Rece'ved from tuitions
Received from all Other Sources
Total Receipts
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year
Less School Board Orders Paid
Balance on hand June 30, 1955
July 12, 1955
$21,566
REPORT OF SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
The summary below covers the receipts, expenditures, and
balances of the School Lunch Program at Francestown for the
fiscal year 1954-55.














Actual cash balance as of June 30, 1955 $97 97
I certify that the above information is true and correct; that
the cash balance has been determined by actual count and/or
verification of the check book balance; and that invoices and
other pertinent records as required are on file to substantiate
the School Lunch Program transactions.





To THE School Board and Citizens of Francestown.
I respectfully submit my ninth annual report as your Super-
intendent of Schools.
Staff and Instruction
The Francestown Public School opened this fall with the fol-
lowing staff. Mr. Neil Howard, Principal and teacher of grades
five through eight, replacing Mr. Morgan, who moved to Con-
necticut; Miss Hazel Clement, teacher of grades one through
four; Miss Ethelyn Edwards, music teacher and supervisor;
Miss Sybil M. Beatham, school nurse; Mrs. Gladys St. John,
school lunch manager; Dr. Weiderhold, school doctor.
Mr. Neil How^ard comes to us with a rich background in public
school teaching and ministerial experience. He is a graduate of
Gordon Theological Seminary and Keene Teachers College.
An effective educational program is being carried on with
adequate attention being given to the basic 3 R's and social
development. While the total enrollm.ent in the school is not
growing to the degree that the building facilities are inadequate,
we are experiencing a problem in handling properly the educa-
tion of the children in grades one through four, because of the
large numbers of pupils in this multiple graded situation. _ The
school census this year indicates that we will have 34 pupils in
the primary room in the fall of 1956-57. Yvhile M pupils in a
one-graded situation is not an impossible situation, the effec-
tiveness of the teacher is reduced when her time and energies
must be spread over four grades. A modern educational pro-
gi'am is such that more teacher time is necessary, if we are to
provide for the individual needs of pupils. The problem will
grow in 1957-58, when 42 pupils are expected in these 4 grades.
It appears that if the enrollment holds up as predicted, the
upper grade room will consist of grades 4 through 8, with 36
pupils, and grades 1-3 w'ould have 31 pupils.
However, our immediate attention should be given to the
problem, as it will exist in September 1956. Another factor
affecting the proper utilization of teacher-time in the first four
grades is the ruling recently established by the State Board of
Education that first graders must attend school 43/^ hours per
day. This means that m.ore teacher time must be devoted to
grade 1 and less to grades two through four. The first grade day
previously comprised three hours.
One solution to the problem is to provide a part-time teacher
to assist the primary room teacher. The present thought is that
this teacher would work with two grades during the morning
session, permitting the full-tim.e teacher to devote her attentions
to the other two grades. The grade assignments would be
52
determined by the qualifications and experience of the part-
time teacher. Article 9 in the warrant provides an opportunity
for the voters of the district to consider, discuss and vote upon
this proposition.
It will be recalled by some, that several years ago a simJlar
program was put into effect for a half year and the results w^ere
excellent.
Building and Grounds
Article 10 in the school warrant calls to the attention of the
voters the serious condition of our playground. The problem is
one of inadequate or blocked drainage. Little can be done to
improve the play area until the seasonal and periodic washouts
are eliminated. The school board has received an estimate of
$300 to repair the drainage system and resurface that portion
of the play area needing it most, with sand fill. The present
condition of the playground is not only inadequate, but decided-
ly unsafe.
The condition of the exterior of the building is such that it
needs repainting, if we are going to properly maintain it. Article
11 calls for an appropriation of $400 to accomplish this.
The rest of our plant is in excellent condition and vAth an
annual appropriation of approximatel}^ $300 it v/ould appear
that this condition can be maintained.
Finance
The School Board's Budget for 1956-57 calls for an appro-
priation of $26,434.66, an increase of $2,733.14 oyer that of
last year. The major increases are reflected in Tuitions, $2,515
and Teachers' Salaries $625, making the total major increases
$3,140. Decreases in Insurance, Capital Outlay, Miscellaneous
areas and estimated incom.e result in a net estimated increase in
the assessment of $2,908.14.
It is estimated that we will have 6 pupils attending our school
from North Lyndeborough at a tuition cost of $175, grossing
$1,050, an increase of $525. However, we cannot visualize any
balance for the current school year, contrasting this with the
balance of $747.67 w^e had at the close of the 1954-55 school
year. Consequently, our estimated income appears to be $175
less than was estimated in last year's budget.
Conclusion
I wsh to express my appreciation for the excellent coopera-
tion I have received from the Francestown School Board and all





REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE
I made twenty-three visits to the Francestown PiibHc School
during the year 1954-55, to carry out the duties of school nurse.
The children's health on the whole was very good, but there were
cases of measles and whooping cough during the year, and one
case of pink eye.
Twelve children attended the dental clinic sponsored by the
P. T. A. in Dr. Lawrence's Office. Mrs. Louise Murphy, chair-
man of the Health Committee, arranged for transportation of
the children to Peterborough.
In the spring the chief topic of conversation was the Salk
Polio Vaccine and the progi'am for its administration. Arrange-
ments were made for the children in the First and Second Grades
to participate in this program and fifteen children received the
vaccine May 25, 1955, at Milford. I assisted in the arrange-
ments and also aided at the vaccine clinic on the date of ad-
ministration. Mrs. Varnum and the P. T. A. provided trans-
portation to the clinic. Due to lack of vaccine the second shot
was not administered before school closed in June, as planned.
The Pre-school Registration was held in May and the children
were examined, weighed and measured and given an idea of
what a school nurse would do when she visited the school. Nine
children were present, with their mothers.
The children were weighed and measured and most showed a
gain, between the three times. By means of the Snellon Chart
I examined the vision of the children and notices were sent to
the parents of those in need of attention.
Dr. Weiderhold examined the children in the fall at which
time I assisted him and kept a record on the facts found on
each child. The following is a list of defects found by the doctor:
Wax in ears
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Peterborough High School 24
New Boston High School 2
Private Schools Outside District 3
Attendance
School
Average Average Percent of
Membership Attendance Attendance Total
Tardiness
Per Pupil
Primary 30.91 28.81 93.20 27
Grammar 28.07 26.94 95.96 12
Visits by Superintendent 33
.87
Roll of Perfect Attendance
Two Consecutive Years: Jerry Cilley and Roger Cilley
One Year: Noreen Clay and Barbara Thomas
Statistics for First Twenty Weeks 1955-1956
Census: (Ages 1 day to 18 yrs. incl.) Boys 78; Girls 58; Total 136
Attending Schools in Francestown 68
Attending Public Schools Outside District 19
Attending Private Schools Outside District 3
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SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR THE YEAR 1956-1957
School Board's statement of amounts required to support public schools and
meet other statutory obligations of the district for the fiscal year beginning





1. Salaries of District Officers
2. Supt.'s Salary (local share)
3. Tax for state wide supervision
4. Salaries of Other Adm. Personnel
5. Supplies and Expenses
B. Instruction:
6. Teachers' Salaries
7. Textbooks & other instr. aids
8. Scholars' supplies
10. Other Instructional Expenses
C. Operation of School Plant:
11. Salary of Custodian
12. Fuel or heat
13. Water, light and other expenses
D. Maintenance of School Plant:
14. Repairs and Replacements 348 56
$140
I. Payments of "in and out"
Items 248 18
J. Total Gross Payments for
All Purposes
K. Income op District





In and Out Items Received
Total Income
L. Total x4.3sessment required to
Cover School Board's Budget
M. Total Estimated Assessment Re-
^ quired to Meet School Board's
Budget
Balance on hand June 30, 1955
$22,902 81
TRUST FUNDS
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